
HISTORY OF NUCLEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT

As a nation, we have been
studying nuclear waste
management and geologic
disposal for decades.
Geologic disposal is
widely accepted by
experts nationally and
internationally as the
safe, responsible solution.

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act
(NWPA) provides the basic
policy framework for U.S.
efforts to manage nuclear
waste. The Act establishes
the procedures for evaluating
and selecting sites for
geologic repositories and
sets key milestones for
federal agencies to meet in
implementing the policy. 

The 1987 Amendments to
NWPA directed the
Department to evaluate
only Yucca Mountain.
Due to cost escalation
and legal challenges, the
Department missed the
1998 deadline to begin
accepting fuel for
disposal.

The Administration
determined that siting a
geologic repository at Yucca
Mountain was an
unworkable solution in
2009, and formed the Blue
Ribbon Commission on
America's Nuclear Future in
2010.

The BRC issued a final
report in January 2012
with recommendations
to the Department on
developing a long-term
solution for managing
the nation's nuclear
waste.

The Administration issued
the 2013 Strategy for the
Management and Disposal
of Used Nuclear Fuel and
High-Level Radioactive
Waste, which applies the
principles of the BRC
recommendations to a
framework for a sustainable
program to manage our
nation’s nuclear waste.  
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